
 
 
 

      FAQs 
 

 

 
 

Provincial Funding for an Extended Hour Childcare Centre 
 (Unicorn Childcare Centre) in Trail 

 
1.  Why did the City of Trail apply for provincial grant funding for a childcare centre?  

• The Childcare BC New Spaces Fund available from the Ministry of Children and 
Family Development offered the City an unprecedented opportunity to access grant 
funding to support local families to meet their childcare needs.   

• For many years, the City has recognized childcare as a key issue affecting 
community economic development in the region.   

• Many workplaces in our communities operate on a shiftwork or other extended hour 
basis, often leaving relatives and friends having to pick up childcare for parents 
juggling long and varied work hours.   

 
2. Who will be operating this childcare centre? 

• The City of Trail will contract with an experienced non-profit childcare operator to 
manage the Unicorn Childcare Centre.   

• Discussions are currently underway with a potential operator with more information 
to be announced once details have been worked out.   

 
3. Will this new centre be competing with other childcare providers in our area? 

• Over the past 15-20 years, various surveys have been conducted of families and 
childcare providers and they all indicate there is a shortage of spaces, particularly for 
the children of parents working on shift or other irregular hours.   

• We are confident that the Unicorn Childcare Centre will positively augment the 
childcare needs in the area with no negative impact on the current service providers. 

 
4. How was this location in Tadanac selected?  

• During the application process, multiple sites were explored, guided by the criteria of 
publicly-owned land, space requirements, appropriate zoning, and ease of access for 
all families living in the Greater Trail area.   

 
5. What about environmental issues with a childcare centre located so close to 

industry? 
• Tadanac is a residential neighbourhood, home to families with children. 
• The childcare facility’s construction will be supported by the Trail Area Health and 

Environment Program, which provides a range of services to all Trail area childcare 
centres to reduce lead exposure, including remediation of soil impacts from historical 
emissions and visits with guidance on minimizing dust in indoor and outdoor spaces. 

• City of Trail, Teck and the Trail Area Health and Environment Committee take 
community health very seriously. Since the installation of the KIVCET smelter in 
1997 and subsequent operations improvements, there has been a 99.5% reduction 
in measured stack lead emissions from Trail Operations. Teck is focused on 
continued reduction of emissions through a comprehensive fugitive dust program, 
which provides the greatest opportunity to continue to reduce community ambient 
metal levels. 



           FAQs continued 
 
 
6. What do you mean by an extended hour childcare centre? 

• We are proposing the centre will operate year-round, seven days per week from 4:30 
a.m. to 8 p.m.  These operating hours were identified as top priority in a survey 
conducted of employees of Teck Trail Operations and IHA, two of the community’s 
largest shift workplaces.  These hours may be adjusted once the centre is operating, 
and staff have a better sense of current needs.  

• This centre opens a variety of opportunities for those entering the workforce and for 
those already working irregular hours. 

 
7. Will the centre offer overnight childcare? 

• At the outset, it will not offer overnight care.  The demand for that service was not 
high based on a feasibility study conducted in 2018, and regulations are a lot more 
complicated for overnight care.  If the demand grows, however, this decision may be 
reconsidered.  

 
8. What will be the ages of kids attending the centre? 

• At this time, the plan is to provide the full range of services, including Group 
Childcare (under 36 months), Group Childcare (30 months to School Age), Pre-
school (Nursery School), before and after Group Childcare (School Age).   

 
9. What kind of fees will families be paying? 

• A preliminary operating budget, including fee schedule, has been developed to cover 
the operating costs of a centre but further work needs to be done to finalize that fee 
schedule.   

• Households earning up to approximately $110,000/year will be able to apply for 
provincial subsidies that are available on a sliding scale depending on income.   

 
10. When will the centre be up and operating? 

• At this time, our intention will be to have the building ready to start providing care by 
the start of the school year in September 2022.   

 
11. What impact will the new centre have on existing outdoor parks and play spaces? 

• The provincial funding covers the cost of regulation outdoor play equipment for the 
children and the site plan includes multiple spaces for group and age appropriate 
activities.   

• Community and outdoor parks will not be impacted or utilized. 
 


